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Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
The good news is that we've nearly made it through the first Covid autumn term of the school year. The 
children have really been amazing in their approach to school and their work ethic. I would also publicly 
like to say a huge thank you to all of the staff who have worked through the term despite the many 
difficulties that the current situation has thrown at them.  
 
I have got a few items of news that are important for the end of term and then there are some examples 
of the work that your children have been doing in class. 
 
Year 4 
We had to send Year 4 home today as we had another confirmed case in the Year 4 bubble. I am really 
sorry but safety of pupils and staff is our main concern. Year 4 children will be able to access their 
Google classrooms from home. If your child was due to have their flu vaccination today the nurses will 
return for Year 4 after the Christmas break. 
 
 
No Extra School Day Off 
 
You may have seen in the newspapers or heard on the television that it has been reported that the 
government has given schools an extra day's holiday at Christmas. However, this would have to be 
made up later on in the year and after canvassing the staff we felt it was unfair to do this at such short 
notice, especially for working parents too. Therefore, we will not be having an extra day off before 
Christmas and the school will shut for the Christmas holidays on Friday 18th December as detailed in 
our term dates. The reason for the potential extra days holiday is that the government is worried about 
the Test and Trace service over the Christmas period. This means that I will be available to the Test and 
Trace system up to and including Christmas Eve. Should the school receive any reports from the Test 
and Trace service I will then be able to inform other parents in that year group that we have a new 
positive case. Fingers crossed that I won't have to do that. 
 
School will finish an hour earlier than normal and your child’s finish time is listed below. 
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For Friday 18th December only 
Year 3 will finish at 2.00 p.m. 
Year 4 will finish at 2:10 p.m. 
Year 5 will finish at 2:20 p.m. 
Year 6 will finish at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Please ensure that you are on time to pick up your child as I am sure that both the children and staff 
wish to get home as soon as possible. 
 
 
School Office 
Please note that one of the office staff has tested positive and therefore the remaining office staff, 
myself, Miss Mason and Mrs Maloney all have to self isolate, although thankfully none of us are showing 
any symptoms. Therefore staff are extremely thin on the ground and we will not be able to deal with your 
queries as we normally would. The staff who are self isolating will be working remotely from home. As 
you can imagine, this is all extremely stressful but we do have to follow the guidance in place to protect 
the children and other staff. Please do not ring or visit the school but email your enquiry instead. 
 
 
If your child is ill 
 
If you do need to contact the office to tell us that your child is ill, please could you explain why your child 
is ill. Lots of parents just say their child is sick and this means we then have to chase them up to find out 
exactly what the matter is with their child. During covid we have to be certain that any children coming 
into the school do not have any of the covid symptoms, e.g. If your child has a high temperature, which 
is one of the three main symptoms of Covid, we would be asking you to get a covid test for them before 
they return to school. If your child is off because they have a toothache then they can return to school 
after dental treatment without having to self isolate. We are not doing this to be difficult but simply to help 
protect the other children and staff on the school premises. 
 
If you take your child for a covid test, you must inform the school office immediately and keep them at 
home until you receive the test result. We will need to see evidence of either a positive or negative covid 
test.  
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Christmas Lunch 
This is to remind you that the children's Christmas lunch will be held on Tuesday 15th December. The 
children will be able to order their lunch in the normal way at registration but it is essential that they have 
enough money on their dinner money account. Please check your child’s account and add more money 
if needed.  All of the children, (including packed lunch),  will receive  a cracker to have with their meal.  
 
Christmas Parties 
Normally at this time of year we would have large year group parties. However, because of Covid the 
party's will just be limited to each individual class. Year 6 will hopefully have a surprise party today. For 
other year groups, the children are normally allowed to bring in food to share with all of the other children 
in the class but this year they may only bring in some party snacks that will be eaten by themselves.  As 
the children will not be able to share food this year, please limit the amount of food they bring in. Each 
year group will let you know about their own arrangements.  It is a real shame that we won't have any 
combined whole school Christmas events or even a visit to the pantomime. 
 
 
 
Year 3 Messy Science 
 
In year 3 we’ve been busy in Science learning about famous scientists and 
inventors throughout history. 
This week, we read about William Smith, famous Geologist and fossil collector.  
 
In this investigation ,the children really enjoyed mixing together sand, gravel, 
stone and soil to re-create the layers of sedimentary rock.  Well done Year 3. 
Messy science fun! 
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Year 5 
 
Year 5 had fun programming floor robots, using direction and rotation commands. 
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Year 5 have also been having fun playing decimal fraction snap and memory matching games in maths 
and created simile freezes for James and the Giant Peach 
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